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A   close   and  constant   study  of   problems  connected
ancient India, by Dr. T. L. Shah, has resulted Into such a unique
achievement as "Prachin Bhatatvarsha5* facts and theories in which
are based on the evidence of ancient books, coins and Inscriptions.

The book is likely to give rise to argumentations, discussions
and criticisms because it contains theories, quite opposite to those?
which are generally accepted among scholars,

The author has not spared himself in the pursuit of knowledge,
and has gathered materials from various sources. This is admirable,

Bombay, 18th. July, 1935                                                      Safti

It was generally believed that the history of -India began
with the invasion of Alexander the Great, and that nothing could
be known beyond that* Even Vincent Smith could not begin it
earlier than that* Researches have, however, begun, and as a result
the veil on the history of India as it was many centuries before
Christ^ is being slowly lifted. Dr. Jayaswal said some time ago
In his presidential speech at the Oriental Conference, " To begin
the history of India with the invasion of Alexander the Great is
like presenting a headless body,'*

Dr* Shah is one of those scholars who have not spared any
eSort in unearthing the golden past of India. Few books in any
language can stand comparison with his work which is the outcome
of many years of constant application. He lias given us a connected
account of the history of India from 900 B. C to 100 A. D.
The book is sure to prove a great1 Incentive to scholars and will
go a great way in furthering research work in this direction*

His theories are entirely new and therefore debatable no doubt*
The very novelty is bound to give rise to a hot discussion culmi-
nating in a new Interest and  more   research  work The autbctf,
however, has never advanced any theories for which he could not
ptit forth the solid evidence of coins, books and inscriptions* Such
/a^tomndliag, theory, as that of establishing Ashok and Priyadarshin
, ;^>4iiefent individuals,, may not be- accepted at oace? but the author
1' failed to pile evidence upon evidence for              Ms             '